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It reminds me of the exasperated parent shouting
at their child, ‘Will you listen to me!’, having tried
unsuccessfully umpteen other ways of gaining their
attention.

Over the past few months we at FACT have tried to
increase our ways of communicating with different
groups: Supporters, donors, leaders, volunteers and
people who might wish to use our services and
materials. It’s quite possible that people wear more
than one hat from that list. Our hope is to speak
and inform, to encourage and challenge, to show
case and inspire as well as befriend and listen, hear
of your triumphs and struggles and give time and
space to build a two way conversation. I hope you
don’t feel that we are shouting at you in many and
varied ways but that we are trying to strike up a
conversation. 

 Let me know rather than shutting
me out.

We all have our preferred ways of communicating
and often we communicate in different ways with
different people. It has become fashionable to
knock those who seem to have their faces stuck in
their phones, yet this is the most common way of
communication today. We now use one device with
multiple platforms: Emails, messaging, video calls,
web browsing, social media and even using it as a
phone! It is a very efficient way of communicating
that allows you to control what you say, what you
look at and when you do it, as you can always
ignore attempts to communicate with you if it’s not
convenient or desirable to you.
To quote a little Shakespeare, ‘Therein lies the rub’,
we all become communicators of what we want to
say or what we will allow to be heard. We have
become masters at filtering out anything that we
don’t wish to share with people or have shared with
us. We scroll past most of what is on our social
media streams; we delete emails unread as we
choose not to engage with their content; we ignore
messages knowing that they will contact again if it’s
really important; or we simple hang up and won’t
take that incoming call. It all becomes very self
centred and very quickly a selfish routine.
In our defence some of these methods of filtering
are useful and necessary but when they become
our default position we might like to step back and
look again.
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On occasions I use some Ignatian style meditation
during prayers at the office on a Tuesday morning.
The ones I use come from www.taketime.org.co.uk
Recently I followed a meditation and story in which
I was encouraged to sit with Jesus and look out
over Lake Geneseret. As I did, what struck my
imagination was not the busyness of the boats on
the lake or the people on the near shore, but I
found my eyes were drawn to the far side. Hazy
and unclear yet real. As I prayed and wondered
what I could learn from this image I realised there
are times to focus on the horizon and not to be
always caught up with the immediate needs and
demands.
That’s where FACT is at this time. There is a never
ending demand of the present, but there is also a
need to look up and focus on the horizon.
We are starting to consider what our next financial
year, which starts in August, might hold and need.
What will be our mission opportunities? How might
we seek to make those happen? What do we
need to do and pay attention too?
The issue with the horizon is, although it is real and
visible, it is also hazy and unclear. This is where faith
and good practice come together in our decision
making as we set sail for the far shore.
The letter of James has some helpful truths on this
matter.

I look forward to sharing what the horizon looks like
when it comes into focus a little more.

I am very grateful to a volunteer who has only been
with us a little while for helping us maintain our
Good Practice. There is a huge amount of ‘behind
the scenes’ stuff that goes on to enable us to
function well and correctly as a charity.
We are currently part way through a review of all
our policies. The reviewing process has previously
been done on a rolling programme but we are
now doing a ‘deep clean’ and also considering
what other policies we need for the charity as it is
today, e.g. we now have a ‘Lone Worker’ policy as
I spend much of his time on my own, particularly at
the office.
We have policies that many of you won’t have
come across in your working lives. e.g. our ‘Prayer
and Spirituality Policy’ which includes this statement:

It’s good to set out, as clearly as possible, who we
are and want to be in the way we work and function.

We are continuing to look for a new Trustee to hold
the role of Treasurer. This is not as time consuming
as many similar posts, as we have an excellent
system for handling the day-to-day finances. The
role is essentially one of financial oversight and
keeping the board of trustees informed as
necessary. It is an exciting role to be involved with.
The mixture of faith with good practice can
sometimes be hard to balance in the arena of
finance but extremely rewarding when they come
together. The time commitment for this role could
be very minimal or greater if you so wished. We
believe we have a big mission and vision but, it has
to be balanced with the reality of limited resources.
Proverbs 11 encourages us with this truth:

If this is something that has stirred you, then
communicate with me, in your preferred way, so
that we can strike up a conversation and explore if
you might be the right person for the role.



This a great verse from the first letter of John. The
title of being, ‘Children of God’ is often bandied
about by Christians. We need to be careful with
how we view what a child was like when Jesus
used them to try and explain deep truths. There’s a
simple story at the end of Matthew 17 that is
helpful to see how children were used to reveal our
status before God.

It’s all too easy to get caught up with the coin in the
fishes mouth when the central point is that children
can enter the Temple (the presence of God)
without having to pay. So it is that we can enter the
presence of God, freely, with nothing of value to
merit our acceptance. If you turn the page in your
Bibles to the next chapter you will find the more
familiar story of the disciples asking who is the
greatest in the Kingdom of God, again Jesus uses
a child to make them understand greatness in the
Kingdom isn’t measured by the status and power
of this world. We come just as we are.

I came across this conference and booked myself
onto it having read what looks to be a good
mixture of seminars worth experiencing. I’m always
happy to sit and learn from others. To glean their
wisdom and experience. Then steal their good
ideas and pretend they are mine!

Their information says:

I hope it lives up to its billing.

In a recent survey, when young people who believe
in God were asked who were the key influences on
their faith, 72% said their family; not church, not their
mates, not their Sunday groups - their family.

This is why I’m going to learn even better, more
relevant ways of allowing children to experience the
truth of the faith we hold dear. Then I will try and
pass it on to those who are living with children in
their homes, so they can live it out with them day by
day. I wonder where you would place the start of
your faith journey?

The month of May saw another round of visits to the
toddler groups I regularly support. There are 6 visits
with approx. 25 children each time. This time I told
the story known to many as the Prodigal Son. The
focus being on the love of the Father even when the
son made him sad by leaving. Then came the song,
complete with actions which was enjoyed by
everyone. My highlight was watching a 10 month
old who was so engrossed in the music she was
oblivious of everyone around her. Her arms were
waving while she ‘sang’ at the top of her voice. One
of those sheer joy moments.

You can see a
snippet of me in action via
our Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/FACT.FaithAwarenessinC
hildrenTrust/
While you visit the page why not ‘Like’ it to see and
hear more regular snippets about the work and
ministry of FACT.

The song was followed by one of my puppet friends.
For the first time in a long while I took ‘Fluffy’ with me.
He’s been out of action for some while as he
needed major surgery to replace batteries! Now
with fully functioning woofs and growls he was much
loved. At one point the children were invited to
come forward to give Fluffy a big hug as a sign of
their love for him. I like to pretend I was in control
during that moment but I think that was an illusion!

A5 leaflets have been distributed via toddler
groups, Messy Churches and other places with the
above information on. If you know a family who
might be interested pass this on or point them to
our website home page and follow the link.
www.thefact.co.uk

I will be explaining and demonstrating
the Time 2 Share at Home box of
delights. Your whole family, regardless
of age or faith, will be able to
experience its simplicity of use while at
the same time creating opportunities
to experience something of God.

The boxes will be available for you to
buy on the day with a £5 saving
meaning you will only pay £30.

Simon Shutt
Director of FACT

Where: Christ Church, Warwick Ave,
Staines TW18 1DP

Date: Saturday 22nd June

Time: 10.30 - 11.45am

Who: Everyone who lives with you,
regardless of age!

Light refreshments at the start.


